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In this issue of Herpetological Conservation and Biology, 
we honor Dr. Hobart M. Smith (Fig. 1), an icon in the world 
of herpetology, as he turns 100 years of age. He was born on 
September 26, 1912, in Stanwood, Iowa. His stellar career 
was summarized earlier (Chiszar et al. 2004) but we wish to 
point out a few highlights.  

What probably strikes most herpetologists as absolutely 
phenomenal is Hobart’s extraordinary publication record, 
which numbered over 1,600 articles and books back in 2006 
(see Hobart M. Smith biography—Herpetological 
Conservation and Biology 1[1], page 9), surpassing all 
contemporaries.  He remains the most published 
herpetologist of all time (Anonymous 2012). Of his 29 
books, some notable ones include the following: Handbook 
of Lizards (Fig. 2; Smith 1946), seven volumes on the 

Herpetology of Mexico (e.g., Smith and Smith 1979), and a 
text book on comparative anatomy (Smith 1960). He has 
also encouraged students and the science of herpetology 
over many decades.   

He previously graced our journal by co-authoring the 
second paper in our inaugural volume in 2006 with David 
Chiszar (Smith and Chiszar 2006). Moreover, he had 
profound influence on many of us at HCB at a personal 
level: 

During several years in the 1990s, one us (Trauth) 
corresponded with Hobart in regards to loaning snakes to 
him and once in regards to obtaining support of his 
nomination of the late Ernie Liner for an honorary doctoral 
degree. His characteristic calligraphic-like, hand-writing 
style is unmistakable (Fig. 3). On occasion, we still crack  

 

 
 

 

 

FIGURE 1. Hobart M. Smith at the Joint Meeting of Ichthyologists and 
Herpetologists in July 1996. (Photographed by Stan Trauth). 
 
  

FIGURE 2. The front cover of “Handbook of Lizards,” major work in 
herpetology.  
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open a copy of the fifth edition (1971) of Hobart’s 
“Handbook of Lizards.”     

In the far past, one of us (Bury) still recalls doing what 
you are not suppose to do. He wrote Dr. Hobart M. Smith 
and asked for all his reprints. A week later, a 2-inch thick 
envelope showed at his door chock full of reprints. This left 
a mark on a budding herpetologist (this happened when the 
neophyte was age 14). Despite the apparent age difference 
even then, Hobart was polite to this upstart and almost 
apologetic for not being able to send more reprints. It left a 
lasting impression: scientists publish papers as a major 
means of communication and that means being a 
herpetologist is being able to author manuscripts (and 
design studies) and not just go out and catch animals in the 
wild for fun or profit. That provided an impetus to do better 
in school and think of going to college. Lesson learned. 

We wish to honor the long and highly productive career 
of Hobart M. Smith with two short tributes to Hobart Smith. 
First, David Chiszar interviewed Hobart this last spring and 
organized the material into an article for HCB (this issue): 
Some Notes on the Last Hundred Years and the Next Stages 
in the Evolution of Herpetology. Although authored by 
Hobart M. Smith, we know that David Chiszar shepherded 
it through to completion. Next, and while ill with own 
issues, David insisted that he finish a piece about his good 
friend: "Hobart M. Smith Turns 100."  We attempted to do 
minimal editing on these papers and include them here for 
your enjoyment. 

After being on the faculty at the University of Illinois, 
Hobart M. Smith served as the Chair of the Department of 

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Colorado, 
from 1972-1983. He is now retired and resides in Boulder, 
Colorado. We wish him all our best. 
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FIGURE 3. Letters sent to Stan Trauth from Hobart Smith. 

 
 


